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Drawing on the capacities suggested by 
friendship (e.g., trust) and neighbours (e.g., 

generative interactions), we consider applications to 
linked open data, metadata, and 

cataloguing processes.

How can we 
learn from and apply capacities 

of friends and neighbours to contribute to 
resistance in institutions and other neoliberalist 

structures?

VulnerabilityAn 
example of a 
project that attempted to 

create representations of interpersonal relationships in the digital 
environment is the largely surpassed Friend of a Friend (FOAF) 

ontology, developed in 2000 by housemates Libby Miller and 
Dan Brickley, a machine-readable way to describe persons, 

their activities, and their relations to other people and 
objects. This is an intriguing and engaging solution 

to create a web of digital relationships between 
people and objects, and we wonder what 

held back its success.

Future work & questions

How can this support data sovereignty?

Is building a semantic web still 
possible? 

Is it a
 moot point with the rise of GenAI?

Could the solution include AI tools?

Future work includes trying this in Emily Carr 

University's
 repository print collection.
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In western society, friendships are often considered 
of lesser importance to, for example, romantic, 

familial, and working relationships. Friendships 
have no legal or institutional expectations, so 
creating, maintaining, and ending them is a 
private and negotiable undertaking.

We build and sustain friendships through 
conversation, everyday involvement, and compassion.

Friendship definition: “somebody to talk to, to depend on 
and rely on for help, support, and caring, and to have fun 

and enjoy doing things with.”
 (Tillmann-Healy, 2003, p. 271)

Friend Of
(choice)

Neighbour Of
(proximity)

Neighbours are guided or defined by proximity, 
offering a different lens into relational 
understanding than chosen friendships.

"Law of the good neighbour":
Developed by Aby Warburg, German art historian 

and cultural theorist, this refers to the idea 
that the most useful book in a library is next 

to the one you came in looking for. 
Warburg suggests books converse with 

their neighbours, creating infinite 
dialogues.
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What’s your definition of friendship? 
How do you learn from your friends?

How is a friendship distinct from other relationships?
Is FOAF most applicable for imagining ontologies 
differently? or do the logistics hem it in?
How else  might we represent relationships in metadata?

Questions for you!

Digital representations of relationships between people

Serendipity

interactions

Generative


